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Unless a solution is found, by 2050, AntiMicrobial resistance (AMR) will cost the global economy 
more than the current size of the global economy, and be killing more people than cancer.

Optimism: 
• researchers will find something (correctly identifying problem rather than selling solutions);
• drug companies will translate it cost-effectively to 7 billion people, in a manner that will 

allow ready take-up despite culture, infrastructure, training, behaviour, religion, migration, 
war, black market, and £100 million racehorses;

• ‘someone’ will keep discovering new drugs and successfully rolling them out to 7 billion 
people, faster than bugs become resistant to them. 

Pessimism: we must live in a world without antibiotics
Practical: we must assume that whilst antimicrobials will be available for the very ill, much of 
the routine practices that use antimicrobials today need to be replaced by other measures, such 
as vaccination and infection prevention. 
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https://www.southampton.ac.uk/namrip/news/latest.page



NAMRIP’s 5 Research themes



Pharmacology and Therapeutics



Award-winning Public Engagement Programme



Hand Cleaning

The game has been used to communicate with ministers, public, 
children etc., and proved successful in encouraging children to 
wash hands for as long as it takes to sing ’Happy Birthday” twice



We don’t have 35 years.

This is not just a healthcare issue

Multidisciplinary research results in 3-5 years 
translated to 1 million people in 10 years.

A global problem: AMR does not respect borders. 

2009 vs 2016: Streptococcus pneumoniae: % invasive isolates non-
susceptible to macrolides

(European Centre for Disease Prevention & Control, Surveillance Report 2016)

Conclusions
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